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Teaching Philosophy 
 

Prior to completing my MFA, I spent 5 years designing museum exhibitions. During this 

time, I found myself asked what the role of an educational institution is in an age where everyone 

carries a computer in their pocket, giving everyone access to all the world’s knowledge at all times. I 

came to understand that capitalizing on the human brain’s wiring, which makes emotionally charged 

educational experiences incredibly memorable, is a supremely effective way to get people to listen, 

comprehend complex ideas, and inspire further inquiry. As a teacher, activating emotion to spark 

curiosity is a cornerstone of my pedagogy. I build excitement in the classroom by conveying how 

vital visual literacy is to everyday life, engaging multiple disciplines, and leading by example with 

humor and high expectations to encourage risk-taking, imagination, and autonomy. 

As an interdisciplinary artist, both my research and pedagogy are informed by a range of 

fields from biology to history to pop culture. For my fall 2017 introductory photography class, I 

built a syllabus which explored photography as part of a technological, political, scientific, and 

artistic history of innovation to help students understand the dramatic consequences of creating and 

consuming photographic imagery. On the first day, I showed the 2002 satellite photos of the Al-

Musayyib Chemical Complex used by General Colin Powell to ‘prove’ Iraq had weapons of mass 

destruction, prompting a discussion that helped students immediately grasp the very real politics and 

consequences of image-making. The importance of history in my teaching is paramount, and I use it 

to help students better understand the world and art-making today. To excite students about 

printmaking, I address how the printing press changed the world and the political weight of hand-

printing now, as a non-trackable form of communication in a digital world. 

As an internet and pop culture junkie, I utilize contemporary culture to make material 

pertinent to the lives of my students. I’ve shown clips from It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia to talk 

about hyper-irony, played Aziz Ansari’s Master of None segment about ‘Indians on TV’ to talk about 

orientalism, used images of Michael Brown and Trayvon Martin to explain mediation, and discussed 

viral phenomenon “the dress” in teaching color theory. I want my students to leave the classroom 



thinking about art in a bigger context, and understanding that visual literacy is vital to their lives 

every single day. 

An artist and friend of mine, John Kilduff, has spent years making paintings that say 

“EMBRACE FAILARE,” and as a teacher, I cherish his sentiment. In the age of helicopter 

parenting and students raised on No Child Left Behind’s standardized testing, I believe that 

encouraging failure and risk-taking is vitally important. During my own college experience, I found 

that fear of failure and obsessing over grades could interfere with my innate curiosity and creativity. 

I often see my students engaged in this same struggle, and work to build an environment where they 

feel comfortable taking risks, asking questions, and trying new things. In the words of John Dewey, 

“Every great advance...has issued from a new audacity of imagination,” and I believe the classroom 

is a place to encourage “audacity of imagination.” To do this, I address failure and risk taking head-

on, but also leverage my sense of humor and personality to build fun, low-pressure opportunities for 

experimentation. Starting each class with something fun—be it competitive “Scupltionary” to warm 

up our clay or playing “The Final Countdown” music video during the last week of classes—allows 

my students to loosen up, build camaraderie, and take more risks. While fun is a huge aspect of my 

pedagogy, I maintain high expectations, run a tight ship, and am always sure to reward effort and 

creativity. 

I care deeply about my students’ success and comprehension, and recognize that I must 

remain flexible, open-minded, and humble to best serve them. Last year, I began implementing mid-

term course evaluations using Google forms to help me get honest, anonymous feedback about a 

class while still having time to address any problems. I welcome and seek out feedback about my 

courses in informal settings as well, delicately asking about my courses when I chat causally with 

students around campus. 

The ultimate goal of my teaching is to support and prepare students to embark on their own 

path of artistic research. In writing prompts for projects, I create multi-step processes to help 

students understand how artistic research works so they can adapt it to their own projects. I take 

students on field trips to libraries, museums, and research collections to expose them to the places I 

find inspiration. I became an artist because a handful of inspirational teachers nurtured my interest, 

by got me excited about art, and showed me a path forward. I now aim to emulate this model with 

students of my own.  




